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It is not the first time that Fr. Bernie was told not to take pictures. This was taken during the
first day of demonstrations by the Buddhist Monks in Mandalay. He was on his way to see
the Archbishop Paul Grawng to arrange for the ordination rites. He was in front of the inter-
net café to check his email and find out who was coming for the 70th anniversary celebra-
tions. As time was getting close to the celebrations final arrangements had to be made. He
was going to the hotels, airline offices and other agents to make the final arrangements.

The first one to change plans was the Apostolic Delegate. The office called up the Catholic
Bishops Conference of Myanmar. When Fr. Bernie made the return call to Bangkok, he was
asked if he could excuse His Grace from coming. He would be coming again into the coun-
try after a few weeks again to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Catholic Major Seminary
in Yangon and to ordain the new Auxiliary Bishop of Yangon. It was very difficult to force the
Nuncio as he would have to leave Italy on the 7th of October and come to Yangon on the 8th
and be in Mandalay on the 9th and leave right after the ordination ceremonies. That was
one of the reasons why Fr. Bernie was in Mandalay, to get a bishop to ordain Rev. Thomas
Htang Shan Mong, MS on the 9th of October.

The Archbishop was still in the Philippines and so Fr. Bernie had to go back down to Yangorn
and wait for him. While he was there he waited on his classmate, a fellow priest who had to
be hospitalized. It was then that the Martial Law was declared and curfew was imposed on
Yangon and Mandalay. Even though technically Chanthagone is not included in the Metro
Mandalay area but it is only the way to the airport. So after consulting with his fellow La
Salette and other priests, he decided to postpone the ordinations. Later that day all internet
connections were severed and there were no more movies about what is happening. Fr. Joe
Bachand, MS was gracious enough to respond right away and cancelled the trip. Many fol-
lowed and so the ordination date was moved to October 26, 2007 to coincide with the feast
of the Shrine: the full moon day of Thadingyut (end of the Buddhist Lent). We will put the
@tuxes in the special issue of the Mandalay Notes later after the event. /
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With all these difficulties many Missionaries and some friends went through to obtain Myanmar
visa to join in the celebration of the 70th anniversary of the arrival of the La Salette Missionaries
on the 9th of October, 2007, the celebrations had to be cancelled. It must have been a let down
for many of them coming from Rome, Grenoble, Vancouver, Honolulu, Boston, Manila, etc. When
the government declared Martial Law and imposed curfew in Yangon and Mandalay, it would
have been foolish to continue as planned. There is always another time!

The great objection of Rev. Thomas Htang Shan Mong, MS was that he had sent many invitations
and even on the 26th of October, there can be no assurance that the ordinations are going to take
place. He was told to wait for a few months. His classmates were ordained on June 14, 2007 in Si-
lang. But God is good because there will be thousands attending his ordinations.

The annual feast of the Most Holy Rosary is now celebrated on the full moon of Thadingyut, the
end of the Buddhist Lent. The students have classes even on Sundays during the Lent. But the full
moon is celebrated all over the country. It is a great holiday and the feast is getting popular. It is
expected that the pilgrims will number about three thousand in spite of all the difficulties of trav-
elling and restrictions. So now there will be more expenses as there are no restaurants for the
visitors in the area.

There will only be two big meals to be prepared. Many are expected to come earlier and leave

late. Hopefully the weather will be as nice as it was on the 9th of October. They are preparing a

couple of cows and pigs. But fish will have to be served for those who do not eat the red meat.
ongratulations to Rev. Thomas Htang Shan Mong, MS.
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Rev. Fr. Thomas, that is what he will be called after his ordinations on the 26th of October 2007, is
a very quiet person. His father is a Tiddim Chin teacher. He fell in love with one of his students
and settled down in Paletwa area. Thomas joined St. Paul’s Minor seminary in Pyay (Prome
where the La Salette Missionaries worked). His high marks got him to the school of Economics.
He was the last of the La Salette candidates to arrive in the Philippines.

After finishing his special year of Philosophy he joined the postulancy and novitiate program of
the Missionaries of Our Lady of La Salette. He took his first vows of Poverty, Chastity and Obedi-
ence according to the Constitutions of the Missionaries of Our Lady of La Salette on the 1st of May
2002. While taking up his regular classes at San Carlos Major Seminary in Makati, Metro Manila,
Philippines, he was able to complete his graduate program: MA in Business Management from
the University of La Salette, Santiago City, Philippines.

After completing his theological studies he came back to Myanmar and joined the community in
Chanthagone, Paleik, Mandalay. His first encounter was a mess of young people crowding the
property during the whole Thingyan season (water festival in preparation for the New Year). He
was able to find some peace and quiet after that invasion of some 700 young people. He helped
out in the preaching and doing ministry with the other La Salettes. With thanksgiving to God and
{the parents, relatives, benefactors and friends Thomas awaits his great day when he willby

ne of the consecrated of the Lord. Ad Multos Anos!
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R —_— There is still a lot of work to be done at the new retreat center that is
Paleik Post Office coming up at the southernmost tip of the property. The government
Mandalay Division Myanmar . . . . .
O Ty e e p— regulations in the country is so strict that even repairs for present
buildings can be almost impossible. The original site of the retreat
House Phone: (95) 66-40303 center was in Anisakhan, some forty miles up north east from the pre-
Village Phone: 02-54244

oS sent location. But the government had confiscated the whole area and
or bernie@msmym.com built an airstrip. There is of course no compensation for such cases.

The La Salette Missionaries lost four big schools in the sixties. It is only by the grace of God and
the goodwill of some benefactors that we can have such a center in the center of the country. The
Propaganda Fidei gave 15000 US$. There is still a lot of things needed and eventually it will be a
place of renewal and on-going formation. Thank you U Myint Wai for your kind help.




	Vol. 1I No. 9  October 2007

	         Mandalay notes 

	         Mandalay notes 

	 Vol II  No. 3  Page #

	Vol. 1I No. 9  October 2007

	Mandalay Notes  vol. II No. 9



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



